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[Abstract | Article 1184 of the Chinese Civil Code, as the rule on property damage cal—
culation, serves the function of quantifying damages in the logical construction of determination
of the object of compensation and quantification of damages, but does not adhere to the idea of
integration of the scope and the calculation of damages in the theory of full compensation. As far
as the normative philosophy is concerned, Article 1184 adopts not the idea of “subtraction” on
the basis of subjective calculation method, but the idea of “addition” on the basis of objective
calculation method, and demonstrates the tendency of diversification of calculation through the
expression of “other reasonable methods”. That is to say, in addition to explicitly stipulating
objective calculation method based on market price standards, Article 1184 can also lead to
subjective calculation method and other diversified calculation methods through the expression of
“other reasonable ways” , thus showing a non-formulaic picture of calculation methods. In addi-
tion, when facing the situation of incalculability, discretion of damages, which is of the same
nature as the calculation of damages, can perform the function of quantifying damages. In the
absence of normative basis, it can be incorporated into Article 1184 and its legal textual basis

can be established through the open expression of “other reasonable ways”.
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